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General Meeting—Tuesday 6 July at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Millie Scicluna—Fat-tailed Dunnarts 

General Meeting—Tuesday 3 August at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Members Night: 

Barwon Water—Bellarine Basin 


Geelong Sustainability—Viva Energy gas plant proposal 


In the last month we have welcomed or welcomed back to the club... 
Laura Schultz, Corio; Samantha Granger, Lara; Charles Horvath, Newtown 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 26 July 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the August edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Jane Morrow morrowjane5@qmail.com 


Geelong Naturalist issues unavailable in print 


Please note that due to equipment damage at the Gordon Printery, the Geelong Naturalist will not appear in print form 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gifnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@ginc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on 
events. www.gtnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at bit.ly/GFNCWebinars 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup : Just visit and ask to join. 


Correction Notice 


In the June issue of the Geelong Naturalist the You Yangs boneseeding report stated the next bonseeding working bee 
would be held on the last weekend in August. The correct weekend is the third weekend, 21 and (possibly) 22 August. 


Please make the correction to your Program of Activities/calendar. 


The photo on the front cover, by Chrissy Freestone, is a Black-chinned Honeyeater, observed at Manna Gum Place on 
13/6/2021 (see the Fauna survey report pp. 7—8). 


The photo on the back cover, by Marilyn Hewish, shows Australian Wood Ducks in Long Forest on 30/6/21. Marilyn 
notes ‘A male and 2 females perched in a large tree with hollows and another pair was in the next tree. They were 
getting very agitated and making these strange staccato calls. HANZAB calls these sounds ‘clucking’ and says the birds 
make them when looking for nest-sites. It went on for at least 10 minutes. Talk about a tight housing market!’ 


Lonsdale Links Golf Course construction completion 
Chris White for the Conservation Subcommittee 


After a number of years, and following initial proposals 4. Rehabilitation of areas that were impacted by 
and extensive input from the GFNC and others which previous activities, including shell-grit pits. 
resulted in planning and design revisions, the Lonsdale 
Links project is nearing completion. The construction 
works were finalised in December 2020 and the course 
has been fully operational since then. The GFNC was 
invited to attend a briefing on the construction outcomes 
at the golf club on 24 June 2021. 6. Establishment of a 17 h plot of land that has been 
protected by a Trust for Nature Covenant. 


5. Establishment of systems to manage water 
reticulation, usage and run-off, including 
environmental treatment of stormwater from the 
housing estate. 


Presentations were provided by the Project Manager, 


Construction Site Supervisor and the Landscaping The total project has followed a detailed Environmental 
Consultant. Management Plan with specific plans developed for: 
Key features of the project include: è native vegetation and fauna management 
1. Seven residential housing stages with the final n offset management 
stage well underway. This development was | 
essential to the financial future of the club and has : targeted Orange Bellied Parrot surveys. 
provided for the redevelopment of the course. These plans require ongoing periodic measurement and 
2. Construction of a new clubhouse and related car reporting. Details of the plans can be found at 
parking and other facilities. https://www.lonsdalelinks.com.au/cms/about-us/plans 
3. Redesign and construction of the layout of the golf It Is positive to see how this project has been 
course with a mix of new and refurbished tee-beds. implemented when compared with the original proposals. 
fairways and greens. Rehabilitation of vegetation lt appears that through this project the golf club members 
on all parts of the course; removal of weeds and have developed a stronger and wider interest in the 
introduced species; and replacement with natural environment which is shared during their rounds 
indigenous species of shrubs, plants and grasses. of golf. 


Ongoing planting is being carried out to enhance 
and further develop natural vegetation throughout 
the project area. 


Program Group meeting—would you like to participate? 
Monday 19 July, 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 


It is the task of the GFNC Program Group to oversee the organisation of meeting speakers, excursions and activities 
undertaken by the club each year. Planning for 2022 will get underway soon via an online meeting where we'll share 
ideas on potential activities, possible soeakers and topics, and excursion locations. Once the ideas have been 
fleshed-out, the various GFNC Groups start to develop a program of activities. 


Why you might be interested in participating 


We're interested in what you've got to say. The initial meeting is about reviewing what has worked well and what can 
be improved in the GFNC program. To create an interesting, educational and informative program we need input from 
a wide range of people. Fresh ideas help to stimulate enthusiasm. We especially need suggestions for guest 
speakers, excursion sites or other activities. 


You might make just one suggestion about any aspect of the program, or make an ongoing contribution to help put the 
program together over the coming months. A further three meetings will be scheduled. 


To find out more, please contact Barry Lingham at lingham@tpg.com.au 


National Tree Day, Sunday 1 August 2021 
Dog Rocks Flora and Fauna Sanctuary 


Batesford-F yansford-Stonehaven Landcare Group is hosting a tree planting for National Tree Day. The objective is to 
infill plant a section of the Sanctuary near the main entrance, and if time permits, work on removing some Weeds of 
National Significance in the same area. The morning will be suitable for families, 


When: 9.30 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. Sunday 1 August 2021 
Where: 95 Dog Rocks Road, Batesford 
Please RSVP to David Clift, phone 5276 1543 


You could also check hitps://treeday.planetark.orgq/find-a-site/ to find a site near to you. 
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A review of the bull-ant species found in the Geelong district 


yrmecia is a genus of bull-ants* that has 93 species 

distributed across Australia. About 15 species have 
been found in the Geelong region, although some have 
been reported on just a few occasions from museum 
specimens collected at various times in the past and not 
in recent years. Most are large ants with workers around 
20-25 mm long, giving rise to the tag of ‘inch-ants’. 
(* Note: | have adopted the spelling bull-ant rather than 
bullant or bull ant). 


Bull-ants are listed in groups according to physical 
features; the 15 species described here are grouped as 
follows: 


e Giant Bull-ants: Myrmecia gulosa group—desertorum, 
forficata, hirsuta, nigriceps, nigriscapa, pulchra, 
pyriformis, simillima, tridentata. (This is the largest 
group with 42 species). 


e [oothless Bull-ants: M. mandibularis group—fulvipes, 
gilberti, piliventris. 


e Jack Jumper Ants: M. pilosula group—nobilis, pilosula 
e Baby Bull-ant: M. urens group—urens. 


This is the correct way to record the various species of 
course, but on this occasion, | have grouped them 
according to their physical appearance so as to make the 
comparison of similar species a little easier. 


Local species 


To ascertain their distribution in the Geelong region, a 
search was made through the Atlas of Living Australia. 
Among the records are some that are old, derived from 
museum specimens collected many years ago. Because 
of the possible inaccuracy of map-reading before any 
GPS system was in place, the locality details of some 
records may not be precise. 


Small black species 

One of the best-known is the Black (or Jack) Jumper Ant, 
M. pilosula. it is also one of the smallest with the workers 
measuring 12—14 mm. Black, with yellow mandibles, 
antennae and end section of the legs, it is active mainly 
during the day. It is predatory, feeding on insects that it 


Trevor Pescott 


kills with a sting. It is found throughout the Geelong 
region. 


There are several other bull-ants of a similar size. One is 
M. nobilis which may be distinguished by having a 
reddish-brown thorax. There are just a few records 
locally, all from near Lara. One museum specimen was 
collected near Mill Road, Lara on 17 August 1951; two 
more were collected east of Forest Road North in Lara on 
24 October 2009. In each case the specimens are in the 
Queensland Museum. 


M. gilberti is also similar in many ways to M. pilosula but 
with golden-yellow on the top of the gaster. It is found in 
southern coastal Queensland with few records in Victoria. 
One was found in the Lerderderg Gorge on 19 April 1958 
and is in the CSIRO collection 


Another of the small species is M. urens which is known 
as the Baby Bull-ant. It is 12 mm long and closely 
resembles the Black Jumper Ant, M. pilosula. There is 
only one record on iNaturalist—a photograph taken at 
Edwards Point, St. Leonards on 25 September 2020. The 
species has been recorded a number of times on the 
Mornington Peninsula but otherwise not closer than 
western Victoria. The Baby Bull-ant is closely associated 
with the Fringed Hare-orchid, Leporella fimbriata, a pretty 
little native orchid that, in the Geelong region, is confined 
to a small part of the Anglesea heathlands. 


When the orchid is flowering in autumn, winged male 
Baby Bull-ants are attracted to the flowers which emit a 
scent similar to that of the female ants. The males 
endeavour to mate with the flowers, visiting one after 
another over several days, thus ensuring pollination of the 
orchids. 


Last autumn when the orchids were flowering at 
Anglesea, Margaret MacDonald, Helen Schofield, Lance 
Breguet and | spent hours watching the flowers on the 
days when it was warm enough for the ants to be flying. 
None was observed, yet we did note one pollinated 
flower. The orchid mainly reproduces through 
tuber-generation rather than from seed. 


Black Jumper Ant 
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Fringed Hare-orchid 


Red-and-black species 

One of the most easily identified is the Black-scaped 
Bull-ant, M. nigriscapa. It is found in the drier areas, 
such as 13 records on ALA from the You Yangs and 
seven from Anakie. There are none recorded in the 
central, higher rainfall areas of the Otway Ranges. Mainly 
red, the terminal half of the gaster is black. 
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Black-scaped Bull-ant 


There is only one record of M. tridentata in the Geelong 
region; a specimen in the Australian National Insect 
Collection found at the You Yangs on 1 February 1958. It 
is light brown with a black gaster. There are a few 
records from South Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales. 


With only a small number collected by John Clark near 
Gellibrand on 19 January 1932, it seemed unlikely there 
would be further specimens of the Hairy Bull-ant, 

M. hirsuta found without a serious search. But on 5 
March 2021 | found an unusual bull-ant in my garden 
patch at Yaugher. At first, | took it to be M. nigriscapa and 
after photographing it, returned it to the garden. When | 
later looked at the photographs two features struck 
me—the gaster was all black and the entire ant was 
covered in white hair. It seemed the only species to fit 
that description was M. hirsuta. Unfortunately, | didn't 
retain it and despite further searching, | have not found 
any other specimens. 


Hairy Bull-ant 


Golden-tailed Bull-ants 
Two of the bull-ants have golden-coloured gasters and 
are best separated by the colour of their legs. In the case 


of the Tawny-legged Bull-ant, M. fulvipes the legs are 
dark orange or reddish, while in the Golden-tailed 
Bull-ant, M. piliventris the legs are dark brown or black. 


M. fulvipes has been recorded at Anglesea and 
Bannockburn, while M. piliventris has been found at 
Inverleigh, Bacchus Marsh and the You Yangs. Both are 
omnivorous, feeding on insects and their larvae, nectar 
and other plant juices. Both belong to the ‘toothless’ 
group—note the mandibles of the two species in the 
photographs below 


Golden-tailed Bull-ant 


Black-headed species 

Found mainly in dry country, including Batesford, 
Bannockburn, Lara, You Yangs and Bacchus Marsh, the 
Black-headed Bull-ant, M. nigriceps is identified by 
having a black head and gaster; a red or orange-red 
thorax; and the legs, mandibles and antennae are yellow. 
The adults feed on nectar and other plant juices but their 
larvae are carnivorous, eating invertebrates brought back 
to the nest by the workers. Normal workers are 19—23 
mm long but there are some smaller workers as well. 


Rather similar in appearance to M. nigriceps is M. 
desertorum. There are two specimens in the Melbourne 
Museum collected near Bacchus Marsh on 10 February 
1924. There is another record from beside Forest Road 
North, adjacent to Serendip Sanctuary, on 30 January 
2018. M. desertorum builds permanent nest-mounds that 
are said to resemble huge, crater-like depressions. A 
search along that section of the roadside recently failed 


Geelong Naturalist July 2021 3 


to uncover any species other than Black-headed 
Bull-ants. 


Also somewhat like the Black-headed Bull-ant is 

M. pulchra; the head is black, thorax dark and light 
reddish-brown and the gaster Is black. Antennae, 
mandibles and legs are dark brown. One was collected 
by F. E. Wilson in the Brisbane Ranges on 17 November 
1929. Six specimens were collected by Clark at 
Gellibrand on 19 January 1932 and four at Cape Otway 
on 29 November 1966 by Dr Arturs Neboiss. Although the 
map reading recorded (-38.87 143.52) puts the collection 
location well off-shore, since Dr Neboiss was the 

Museum archaeologist it is more likely the ants were in 
the coastal dunes where there are aboriginal living sites 
i o ia a WT ` 


Very dark red or black bull-ants 

The Australian Red Bull-ant, M. simillima is very dark 
reddish-brown with a black gaster and reddish legs, the 
last segment of which is yellowish-red. Under normal light 
it does appear black, particularly those in the Otway 


Australian Red Bull-ant 
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Winged Myrmecia pyriformis 


Ranges. It is abundant in the Otway hinterlands and has 
been recorded at Lerderderg Gorge. 


Finally, perhaps the two species most difficult to separate 
one from the other. M. forficata is up to 25 mm long; the 
head, thorax, legs, antennae, and jaws are reddish-brown 
to purple; the gaster is dark brown to black. The jaws are 
very long and protruding; the head and thorax are 
densely sculptured with pits and corrugations; the gaster 
is shiny but with sparse long hairs. It is carnivorous. The 
venom is among the most powerful in the insect world. It 
has been recorded at Queenscliff, Ocean Grove, Lorne, 
Cape Otway and the Brisbane Ranges. M. pyriformis is 
similar in appearance to forficata—indeed it was initially 
considered a sub-species. It differs from forficata by 
having broader mandibles and the head Is squarer. It Is 
said to be the world’s most deadly ant with at least three 
human fatalities attributed to its venom since 1936. 


All photos: Trevor Pescott 


Footnotes: the insect records for the Gellibrand 5 km 
catchment on ALA include seven Myrmecia species. The 
list contains forficata (1 record), fulvipes (1), hirsuta (1), 
nigriscrapa (1), pulchra (6), pyriformis (2) and simillima 
(1). They are all attributed to J.Clark and the date for all is 
1932.01.19. 


In a paper published in the Victorian Naturalist (Vol. 110, 
No. 3, June 1993, pp. 125-127), Lawrie Conole lists the 
various ant species he found in the small bushland 
reserve at the junction of Buckley School Road and the 
Princes Highway. He includes Myrmecia cf. rectidans 
(‘mandibularis’ GROUP). This record does not appear on 
the ALA so it is not included above. | hope we can 
resolve this anomaly when we carry out a Survey in the 
reserve later this year. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 


tax-deductible. 
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The value of practical citizen science 
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Euphorbia serpens Matted Sandmat, Balyang Sanctuary, 16/1/2021 


Photo: Bernie Lingham 


observing, recording and analysing what we see and 

experience in our natural environment is second 
nature to field naturalists. Club excursions provide a great 
opportunity for us to visit and re-visit special and 
interesting local areas and to collectively investigate what 
lives there. Our records of the flora and fauna we see on 
those field trips are generally submitted to online data 
portals such as iNaturalist, eBird and the club's website, 
and often published through the Geelong Naturalist. The 
value of our participation in citizen science took on a very 
real feel for me recently following two club excursions 
held earlier this year. 


Euphorbia serpens Matted Sandmat 

In January, the club excursion was to Balyang Sanctuary. 
During our regular activity of identifying and recording 
flora seen on the day, we noted several specimens of a 
creeping ground-cover which was later identified by an 
iNaturalist Euphorbia expert as Euphorbia serpens 
Matted Sandmat (an introduced species) 


https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/68140540 


Along with other members, | uploaded photos of the plant 
to Naturalist. My usual practice is to try to ID a plant 
using suggestions from iNaturalist in conjunction with 
other references, particularly VicFlora—a primary 
resource for essential descriptions, images and 
distribution data of native and naturalised plants in 
Victoria. Interestingly, VicFlora did not include this 
species. Although the ID was confirmed by an 
overseas-based expert on this family, a question mark 
still remained as assessment would have been largely 
based on iNaturalist images of the plant. 


Our records came to the attention of staff at the National 
Herbarium of Victoria (NHV). We were contacted and 
asked if we could assist by collecting a specimen of the 
plant at Balyang and another observed by Helen 
Schofield growing on rocks around the front pond at 
Geelong Botanic Gardens. Investigation of the samples 
by botanists would confirm identification and the samples 


Bernie Lingham 


Photo: Susan Kruss 


would be permanently included in the Herbarium’s 
collection. After obtaining permission from the City of 
Greater Geelong to collect a specimen, one sample from 
Balyang was sent in by Barry and I. Susan Kruss 
obtained permission from Geelong Botanic Gardens to 
collect a specimen there. The Balyang sample was later 
confirmed as Euphorbia serpens and a record of this 


species is now on VicFlora https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/ 
flora/taxon/c1ec98ca-4fef-4e26-b5a1-4143028342e5 


The specimen collected by Susan at the Botanic Gardens 
was the more common Euphorbia maculata, a similar 
plant with longer, less rounded leaves and smaller cyathia 
(reproductive structures). (Euphorbia maculata, 
Wikipedia). This was the only plant growing there at the 
time of collection. The one photographed by Helen 
several months earlier may have been a different plant. 


The Herbarium is interested in obtaining more samples of 
Euphorbia serpens from other locations. If you think you 
have seen this species, please contact Susan or | for 
more details about confirming the ID and gaining 
permission to collect a sample. 


Heliotropium amplexicaule Blue Heliotrope 

In February, on the Bird Group excursion to 
Wooloomanata, we observed a low-growing plant with 
attractive blue flowers. Individual plants were spread 
across several locations along the eastern side of the 
creek-line and adjacent to the west You Yangs boundary 
fence. The plant had been observed at the property on a 
previous GFNC excursion but hadn't been fully identified. 
Following the February excursion, the plant ID was 
confirmed as Heliotropium amplexicaule Blue 
Heliotropoe—an invasive introduced species noted as a 
serious pest-plant (Heliotropium amplexicaule, Weeds 
Australia). 


There are few records for this plant in Victoria. VicFlora 
indicated that the species was known in Victoria from a 
1973 collection and some recent material from the far- 

east of the state (Heliotropium amplexicaule, VicFlora). 
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Susan was contacted by the NHV asking if we could 
collect and send in a specimen to confirm the ID and also 
to ensure the Herbarium would have a current specimen 
for their collection. Ensuring we had the correct ID was 
also important information for the landowners. It would 
enable them to consider strategies for control or 
management of the plant. 


The sample Susan collected, in collaboration with the 
landowner, was submitted and the ID confirmed as 
correct. Botanists can now access the specimen for 
further study if needed. The landowner was preparing to 
take steps to remove this invasive weed from his land. 


Both these examples refer to introduced or naturalised 
species. However, the records confirming identifications 
and locations of these plants at a specific point in time, 
plus collected specimens, are just as valuable as for 
native species. They may even be more important. Not 
only do these activities support the work of botanists and 
researchers, but they assist land managers by helping to 


document what's growing on the land and thus enabling 
them to better assess and manage risks associated with 
particular species. 


So Keep an eye out and continue to record observations 
of what you see and hear. 


Thanks to Susan Kruss and Helen Schofield for their 
contributions to this article. 


References: 

‘Heliotropium amplexicaule’, VicFlora, 
vicflora.rbog.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/25ed11ec-f543-416e 
-9d96-49b6311e6b5/7, accessed 10 June 2021. 

‘Heliotropium amplexicaule’, Weeds Australia, 


profiles.ala.org.au/opus/weeds-australia/profile/ 


Heliotropium%20amplexicaule, accessed 10 June 
2021. 


Wikimedia Foundation, Inc (2021) ‘Euphorbia maculata’, 


Wikipedia, en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euphorbia_maculata, 
accessed 10 June 2021. 


June butterfly report 


ay ended in a blaze of butterfly glory, with 40 

Meadow Argus recorded at Seaview Park in 
Belmont. As Rod Lowther tells it, ‘Despite the cold 
temperature overnight of less than 1°C, mid-day today at 
13°C there were still 40 plus Meadow Argus in the 
Seaview grasslands. They seem darker in colour now 
when seen on the wing. 


This month a Cabbage White was seen by John Newman 
at Highton on 4 June, flying in bright sunshine. In the 


GREAT 


SOUTHERN 
BIOBLITZ 


Geelong region 2021 
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The Great Southern BioBlitz is on again in 2021. As it will 
be held a little later in spring than last year, we are hoping 
to see more flowering plants and invertebrates. Last year 
the species count was 1167. Can we collectively find 1500 
in October!! 


The Great Southern BioBlitz kicks off on Friday 22 
October. We have until the end of Monday 25 October 
to make observations. 
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Valda Dedman 


Brisbane Ranges, two Spotted Jezebels were observed 
by Wendy and Colin Cook on 28 June. Wendy reports the 
butterflies were 'on the ground beside the trunk of a 
mature Narrow-leaved Peppermint. One was alive but 
inactive. Another appeared to be dead. There were also 
two forewings.’ 


Do not expect more butterflies until August when it starts 
to warm up. 
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Participants will then have until end of 31 October to 
upload photo and sound media observations into 
iNaturalist and finalise identifications. 


We hope you can join in the springtime excitement. Log 
onto iNaturalist and join the Geelong Project at https:// 
inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/qsb-2021-qeelong-region 
Members will be kept up to date with regular news items 
related to the event. 


Fauna survey report—Manna Gum Place 
10-13 June 2021 


ntroduction 

Manna Gum Place is the second site in our fauna 
Surveys as part of the CCMA (Corangamite Catchment 
Management Authority) Grassy Eucalypt Woodland 
project. The area is approximately four km south-east of 
Maude. 


The 65-ha estate holds an important remnant of a once- 
widespread woodland ecosystem. There are eight 
privately-owned blocks in the estate, as well as a CoGG 
(City of Greater Geelong) reserve of over 3 ha, and 
common land of about 22 ha. A Committee of 
Management is responsible for the care of common land 
and internal roads. 


Weather 
Rain over night on Thursday, then mainly fine, cold and 
calm. 


Method 

With cold winter weather now prevailing, the only 
practical method of active surveying was the use of small 
Elliott traps. We set two meandering lines each with 20 
traps; 1—20 in the CoGG reserve and 21—40 in the 
community land. In both sites there was a canopy of 
eucalypts (both Yellow Gum and Manna Gum are 


present) but little shrub-layer, and a grassy ground-cover. 


The Yellow Gums were flowering, but most of the ground 
cover plants were dormant. 


The traps contained a small wad of bait (peanut butter, 
golden syrup and oatmeal) and bedding. They were in 
rain-proof covers. 


Results: 

11/06/21: House Mouse: 4 in line 1—20, 2 in line 21—40 
12/06/21: House Mouse: 3 tn line 1—20, 2 in line 21—40; 
Black Rat in trap 19 

13/06/21: House Mouse: 1 in line 1—20, 1 in line 21—40 


Birds 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Since the traps in which an animal was caught were not 
re-set, the number of trap nights were 40, 34 and 28 
respectively (total 102). 


Mammals 

ohort-beaked Echidna: some old diggings suggest that 
echidnas occasionally visit the area. 

Agile Antechinus: one of the local residents accidentally 
killed an antechinus when trapping mice near the house 
on their property just a few days before our survey. It 
raises the possibility that there is a population using the 
outbuildings as their habitat, rather than using the open 
woodland. Agile Antechinuses are abundant in the 
Brisbane Ranges where they are often noted around 
houses and outbuildings. The same applies to the Brush- 
tailed Phascogale which has been recorded a short 
distance to the north of the estate. We may need to 
modify our future survey(s) to include a search closer to 
the houses. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo: several seen. There appears to 
be a large local population with footprints and scats 
frequently noted. 

House Mouse: 13 were caught in the Elliott traps. 

Black Rat: one was caught. 

European Rabbit: several fresh scrapes suggest there is 
a small population present. 


Herpetofauna 

Spotted Grass Frog: one found under a log on the ground 
in the CoGG reserve. 

Common Froglet: several heard calling from a wet gully 
near the CoGG reserve. 


Birds 

See the list below. The highlight was the sighting of the 
Black-chinned Honeyeaters which are not often recorded 
locally and appear to favour the flowering Yellow Gums. 
(List compiled by Chrissy and George. ) 


Australian Wood Duck Eastern Spinebill Brown Thornbill 
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Invertebrates 
Casual searching by lifting ground litter and general observations produced the following records of invertebrates: 


a 
Tl Tribe Adeliini small black beetles 

res irae creased Baran 
ir i Br arpa 
a 
Ss 


Camponotus suffusus Golden-backed Sugar Ant 


Iridomyrmex purpureus Meat Ant 


Butterflies Pieris rapae Cabbage White Butterfly 
Family Hepialidae Swift moth sp. 


Thanks: to all the property-owners who allowed us to survey—there is still much to be found. Thanks also to 
carry out the survey, our special thanks. Without your Jess for arranging access, and to all the GFNC members 
Support we would have been unable to search the site. | who contributed—very many thanks. 


hope our observations are of use in your management of 
the area. | hope too we will be able to return to keep tabs 
on the tiles, and later in summer carry out another 


Permits: the fauna survey was carried out under the 
conditions of our WSIAEC approval 32.18, DELWP 
permit 10009049 and SPFL no. 20072. 


Bark cockroach 13/6/2021 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 
| ; i tj 


Photo: Tracey Hinton 


GFNC jackets and vests sales, black or navy 


Prices will depend on the number of items ordered. 
Approx. costs jackets $50, vests $40 


Please contact Tracey Hinton with orders [racey.Hinton@gmail.com 
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Bird Group excursion report—Winchelsea 
27 May 2021 


he sky was overcast and sometimes a little drizzly, 
but the Winchelsea district is always beautiful. 


Our first stop was beside the railway crossing, a few 
kilometres before the township. We explored an area that 
John Mann, our leader, told us was the only patch of 
scrub in the district that had never been disturbed by 
settlement or agriculture. His extended family had been 
very involved in the past with weed removal, but it has 
passed into the hands of the local council. Some sections 
were overgrown but it provided an interesting insight into 
the species that have always been present. 


Many birds were seen, including a Restless Flycatcher, 
Golden Whistlers and a Rufous Whistler. 


We drove on, parking hard left over the Barwon bridge in 
the town. We strolled along the lovely west bank which is 
very well maintained and beautifully planted with 
indigenous species—contributed to by John’s uncle Geoff 
Mathison (GFNC Life Member who joined the club in 


Lynne Clarke 


1961; passed away in 2014) and the family—and which 
attract many birds. The glorious River Red Gums tower 
over all. We found some usual suspects, including 
White-plumed Honeyeaters and New Holland 
Honeyeaters. We also observed several lorikeet species; 
Rainbow Lorikeets, Musk Lorikeets and Purple-crowned 
Lorikeets. 


Noise from Little Corellas was increasing as they 
constantly flew in. As we returned after negotiating the 
picturesque stepping-stone crossing, the river being 
fortunately fairly low, their screeches grew deafening. As 
we re-crossed the river at the bridge we had delightful 
views of them close-up, as they interacted and played, 
dominating the landscape. 


For a damp morning, there was a good number of us on 
the excursion. We were privileged to enjoy the natural 
world together. Thank you to John for his leadership and 
deep knowledge of the area. 


Bird list, Casuarina Woodlands 
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Bird list, Barwon River, Winchelsea 


Pacific Black Duck bl Little Corella 2000 | New Holland Honeyeater 
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Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
Tuesday 10 August 2021 
Guest Speaker: Tim D'Ombrain 
Topic: Mapping the flora of Southern Victoria 


Tim is a well known botanist and conservationist. He will discuss the new technology being used to predict and map the 
original flora that existed at sites in southern Victoria. More details in the August Geelong Naturalist. 
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Bird Group excursion report—Freshwater Creek 
24 June 2021 


fter some overnight showers, | was concerned about 
the prospects for our outing. The day dawned with a 
moderate fog blanketing Birregurra. The route | followed 
was along quintessentially Australian minor roads with 
overarching eucalypts, and paddocks on either side that 
had either been cleared for grazing and cropping or left 
as remnant woodland. As | drew closer to Freshwater 
Creek the skies cleared. There was barely a cloud in the 
heavens as | turned into the meeting place at the 
woolshed on Matt Freeman's property. The roll up for the 
day was 28, including visitors (one from Queensland) and 
one new member. There were noticeable changes since 
our last visit to the property, with the newly planted 
vineyard being the most obvious and an avenue of 
Lemon-scented Gums. 


Lynne Cannard led the excursion. It was a day of some 
emotion as we remembered our late friend, Colin 
Cannard. The first birds seen were a large flock of 
Red-rumped Parrots, feeding near the vineyard and flying 
to the nearby power lines. In amongst them on the 
ground were good numbers of Eastern Rosellas and the 
first of many flights of Rainbow Lorikeets. For the early 
birds there was the delight of a group of seven 
Gang-gang Cockatoos. As our walk started Noisy Miners 
made themselves evident, along with Striated Pardalotes 
in the canopy of some large gums. Passing through the 
first gate, a pair of Wood Ducks flew off a small pond. 
More Noisy Miners were busy in the flowers of a gum 
tree as a pair of Galahs flew over. The first Grey 
Butcherbird of the day was heard calling. As we walked 
along the path by a small creek, Noisy Miners were again 
active in the canopy. A flight of eight Rainbow Lorikeets 
chattered noisily as they flew over. On one side of the 
path was a woodland with many Manna Gums and quite 
a dense understory. The other side was a paddock 
cleared for grazing. Magpies were seen to be active in 
the paddock and White-plumed Honeyeaters were busy 


| y > aS 
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Adult male Gang-gang Cockatoo 
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Trevor Hodson 


in the canopy. In the paddock a pair of Magpie-larks and 
a lone Willie-wagtail were noted, as well as a few Masked 
Lapwings. 


As the walk continued the landscape changed with sandy 
soil appearing and bracken taking over the understory. A 
pair of Pacific Black Ducks flew off the creek, followed by 
a pair of Chestnut Teal. Trees in the riparian zone 
included Manna Gums, an introduced Peppermint Willow 
Myrtle, Spotted Gums and various acacia sp. and 
melaleucas. A Little Pied Cormorant flew over. Red 
Wattlebirds called. A small group of female Superb 
Fairywrens were noted in the surface litter. More Eastern 
Rosellas were disturbed from their perch on a fence line. 
A Welcome Swallow was seen hawking in a paddock 
with cows, as an Eastern Yellow Robin called. A male 
Superb Fairywren was the next bird to be identified in an 
area that had been the subject of a cool burn in the past 
year. Galahs and Sulphur-crested Cockatoos were noted 
in the distance. A bird of prey, possibly a Brown 
Goshawk, was heralded by alarm calls from the Noisy 
Miners and Rainbow Lorikeets in the canopy. The bird of 
prey returned on several occasions, each time 
accompanied by the alarm chorus. A Grey Shrikethrush 
called from away and a Grey Fantail was noted. A 
Black-faced Cuckooshrike was seen perching, then flying 
to a lower branch to better show itself off. More 
White-plumed Honeyeaters were seen feeding in the 
canopy. 


A real delight was a family group of four Gang-gang 
Cockatoos, compromising adult male and female and two 
juvenile males feeding in a eucalypt before giving their 
signature call. Soon after a pair of Eastern Yellow Robins 
were spotted in the under branches of a small gum. 


There was no shortage of flora and fungi on the walk. 
Numerous fungi were noted, one with a deep red colour 
to its gills (Cortinarius sp.) and another that was 


Photos: Graham Possingham 


seemingly being overtaken by mould (later identified as 
Spinellus sp., a type of Pin Mould). We saw signs of 
many Pterostylis sp. orchids (most likely P. nutans 
Nodding Greenhood) preparing to put on their show. 
There was a group of Acianthus pusillus Mosquito 
Orchids in flower—that was something special to see. 


As we were making our way back to the woolshed for the 
washup and lunch, a larger raptor was seen. It was 
possibly a Whistling Kite or Little Eagle, but it was on the 
perimeter of our territory. More Yellow Robins and 
White-plumed Honeyeaters were spotted as a Little 
Raven flew over. Crested Pigeons were noted high in 
dead branches, as well as another Black-faced 
Cuckooshrike. 


Acianthus pusillus Mosquito Orchids 


Photo: Trevor Hodson 


Bird list 


Australian Wood Duck 


Cortinarius sp. 


Photo: Bernie Lingham 


As we had a large group, we often became separated 
into smaller groups, so this account does not include all 
the birds seen on the day. A full list is available on eBird 


at https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S90680116 and is 
also listed below. 


Over lunch a vote of thanks was made to Lynne Cannard 
for leading us. Thanks also to Lynne Clarke for 
organising the excursion and to all those who attended. 
We could not have asked for better weather or company. 
| can only reiterate how lovely it is to be able to get out 
again with like minds and to enjoy our fabulous fauna and 
flora. 
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Spinellus sp., a type of Pin Mould 


Photo: Bernie Lingham 
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June fauna report 


| always look forward to the winter solstice for once that 
passes, and we begin the slow climb back towards 
spring and summer, there is a subtle change in nature. It 
is the time when antechinuses and phascogales, those 
wonderful little marsupials, mate. Although the males die 
soon after, there is a new generation starting to develop. 
On 14 June John Newman found a road-killed 
Brush-tailed Phascogale at Steiglitz. It's not impossible 
to imagine that it was a male that had already fulfilled his 
life's purpose of starting the next generation, his reflexes 
and strength weakened. 


Eastern Ring-tailed Possum: one noted running along 
telegraph cables in Aberdeen Street, Geelong West at 
6.30 p.m. on 25 May (JN). Another was seen trying to 
cross Shannon Avenue at Balyang Sanctuary at 6.00 
p.m. on 15 June (GP). 


Sugar Glider: one seen in spindly eucalypts along the 
side of Steiglitz South Road at 6.30 p.m. on 19 June (JN). 
On 22 June two were heard calling from a tall eucalypt 
next to the walking track at Anakie Gorge at 6.20 p.m. 
They were joined by a third and all three then climbed into 
the tree-canopy (SRo). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: an adult male, female and joey 
were noted foraging at the You Yangs on 26 May (SRo); 
on 31 May, at a large grassy reserve in Darley ‘I came 
over a rise and surprised a large kangaroo. It departed at 
speed!’ (DHe). Two were noted standing in the middle of 
Long Forest Road at Canopus Circuit on 6 June (MHe, 
DHe). On 20 June about 15 were resting in a swampy 
area near the picnic ground (GP); three were noted in 
grassy farmland at Mt Wallace next to the Brisbane 
Ranges National Park on 20 June (JN). 


Over the last month Brad Ferrier has been keeping a 
watch on the kangaroos that have been feeding ina 
paddock at Balliang. They were first noted on 7 June 
when there was a group of 14 adult males and females, 
and some joeys, feeding on newly emerged barley grass 
shoots about 100 mm high. The following day the mob 
had increased to 3/7. There appeared to be two separate 
groups feeding together; now and then the two groups 
would separate for no apparent reason and sometimes 
meld back together. At 10.30 a.m. on 10 June there were 
28 with a few stragglers catching up to the main mob; 
when squalls of rain or wind came, they all moved into the 
cover of a copse of Monterey cypresses at an old house 
site. The mob is basically resident at Quakes Road, in an 
out-of-the-way site 150 m out into a barley paddock. On 
16 June there were 38. It appears that there are two 
mobs co-existing together. There were at least two joeys 
feeding independently of the adults; there is plenty of 
fresh barley grass shoots to keep them all fed. 


Swamp Wallaby: one noted moving through the 
boneseed at the You Yangs, and a second was seen 
foraging beside the road on 26 May (SRo). 
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Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Grey-headed Flying-fox: six heard feeding in flowering 
eucalypts at Woodlands Estate in Ocean Grove on 26 
May. They seemed to be calling more profusely from the 
Start of the lunar eclipse and during it from about 
8.30-9.30 p.m. (TFI, SLW). 


Rakali (Water Rat): one was seen swimming about 5 m 
offshore on the south side of Blue Waters Lake at Ocean 
Grove on 29 May. It was noted again the next day near 
the same spot, swimming and diving (BL, BML). On 3 
June one was seen swimming along the edge of the 
Barwon River just downstream from Princes Bridge 
(SRo). 


Domestic cat: one hunting in a small grassland reserve 
next to the Sundew Avenue subdivision in Long Forest on 
23 May (MHe). 


Fallow Deer: two were seen in the Anglesea Heath on 20 
June. The doe was leucistic, while the fawn that was with 
her, was normal colour (RAu, BI). 


Feral Goat: on 26 May a herd of 11 was noted in a rocky 
area on the east side of the You Yangs (SRo). 


Brown Hare: two adults were noted in the middle of 
McArthurs Road, Balliang, at 6.16 p.m. on 21 June. As 
soon as they were illuminated by vehicle lights they 
moved to opposite sides of the road (BFe). 


Humpback Whale: two about 2 km offshore from the 
Cumberland River at 3.15 p.m. ‘The last time we saw a 
Humpback Whale was on 6 July 2003’ (PHo, MMo). 


Although early winter is not a good time to see any 
reptiles, this month there are several interesting sightings. 


Southern Brown Tree Frog: one heard calling from 
beside the Moorabool River at Fyansford on 29 May 
(HSc, LB). Our tile check on 15 June revealed one under 
the same tile as last month (12 May), probably the same 
individual (HSc, TP). On 19 June there were at least six 
calling from both sides of Steiglitz South Road; there was 
lots of water on both sides of the road after recent rain 
(JN). 


Marbled Gecko: one found in the garden at Highton on 8 
May (CFr). On 12 May one was found under loose bark 
on a cold morning in North Valley Road, Highton; it 
moved very sluggishly. It had bright marbled markings on 
the body and the tail was blue-grey, probably a re-growth 
from a previous trauma (LCI). On 2 June at Balliang a 
large adult (130 mm length) was found in one of three 
holes in a common house brick. In the same locality were 
both halves of a single white egg and a newly hatched 
young 35 mm long—a delight! (NFe, BFe). 


Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard: one sunning itself among 
leaf litter in the garden in Highton on 19 June (CFr). 


Observers: BFe Brad Ferrier; BI Bridget Inder; BL Barry 
Lingham; BML Bernie Lingham; CFr Chrissy Freestone; 
DHe Dean Hewish; GP Graham Possingham; HSc Helen 
Schofield; JN John Newman; LBr Lance Breguet; LCI 


Lynne Clarke; MHe Marilyn Hewish; MMo Maryrose 
Morgan; NFe Ned Ferrier; PHm Peter Homan; RAu Ross 
Auchettl; SLW Sandra Lea-Wood; SRo Scott Rolph; TFI 
Tom Fletcher; TP Trevor Pescott. 


Eumeralla Scout Camp fauna 

A particularly interesting report has come in from Peter 
Homan, a consultant who for many years has taken 
students on fauna surveys into Eumeralla Scout Camp 
near Anglesea. He has established a program that uses 
various techniques to capture and study the wide range 
of fauna that occurs there. His results demonstrate clearly 
how a well-protected area such as the scout camp can 
retain its biodiversity extremely well. The following is 
Peter's report. 


I was down at Eumeralla the first week in May with 
students from Melbourne Polytechnic, so | thought you 
may be interested in the results. We set 60 Elliotts and 
six cage traps for three nights; one harp trap for one 
night, four cameras in trees for three nights and four 
cameras on the ground for three nights. 


Results: 

Elliotts, cages: one Black Rat, one Swamp Rat, two 
House Mice, two Agile Antechinus. 

Harp trap: one Chocolate Wattled Bat and 8 Lesser 
Long-eared Bats. 

Cameras in the trees: Sugar Glider and Agile Antechinus. 
Cameras on the ground: Southern Brown Bandicoot 
(probably just one), Black Wallaby and Bush Rat. 


My fauna season is now over until my next trip with RMIT 
Students in September. 


Mistaken identity 

| have an apology to make—well, it’s really an admission 
of over-sight or simple carelessness. When scrolling 
through some earlier photographs, | came across one I'd 
taken on 9 May 2014 when doing a fauna survey at 
Grasstree Nature Reserve near Torquay. I'd listed the 
subject as ‘Tree Dragon’ aka Jacky Lizard, but when | 
had a second look it was obviously a Rankinia diemensis 
Mountain Dragon. It is a rare species that has Its only 
local occurrence near Anglesea. It was unknown at 
Grasstree Nature Reserve. | hope to have a search for 
the species there when the weather warms up, but its 
present here puts an additional level of significance on 
the reserve. 
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Rankınia diemensis Mountain Dragon 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Regional Group Report 
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Black D Orange OBP feeding on Beaded 
Glasswort Lake Connewarre 12/6/2021 


Photos: Craig Morley 


ive migrant Orange-bellied Parrots (OBPs) have now 

been recorded in the Lake Connewarre area. Over 
several weeks four of these birds (one captive-bred bird 
released as a juvenile at Melaleuca in February 2021 and 
three wild-bred birds) have been associating with some of 
the released captive-bred birds at Lake Connewarre in 
April 2021. With this exciting news one of the major goals 
of the Mainland Release Program is being achieved i.e. 
having migrant OBPs attracted and staying with the 
released birds in seemingly good habitat. The most 
recent of these birds (a wild-bred OBP of the 2020—2021 


Craig Morley 


OBP (far right) with Blue-winged Parrots illustrating the 
importance of even a poor photo showing grassy green of an 
OBP 30/4/2021 


season) was seen over several days in an area away 
from the earlier migrants and the released birds—let's 
hope it finds them soon enough. 


If you would like to assist with the forthcoming 
Orange-bellied Parrot surveys on July 24 and 25 
please make contact at craigmorleyo@bigopond.com 
promptly so you can be signed on to the OH&S. 


If you see a grass green Neophema in local saltmarsh 
or adjoining habitats contact Craig ASAP on the 
email above. 


Geelong Naturalist July 2021 13 


June bird observations—some highlights 


his month sees a fabulous variety of records 

scattered from across suburban habitats to the 
wetlands, saltmarsh, woodlands and the, sometimes, 
bleak and very blustery, coast. Sifting through the long list 
of June observations really highlights the wonderful 
birdlife to be seen over winter in our small reserves, 
suburban parks, riverside corridors and gardens. 


As the cold winter weather really settles in to higher 
altitude parts of the Otway Ranges many birds move into 
milder areas where they have some protection from the 
severe cold and more food reserves. For birders and 
nature lovers who are prepared to explore these local 
habitats there is much to be seen. 


Along the Barwon River in town is the wonderful riverside 
reserve that stretches for many kilometres and this 
corridor has been well-utilised by birds and birders this 
month. Adjoining the main riparian tracts are smaller 
reserves, many of them rehabilitated by Friends groups 
and the like. They are now adding to useful habitat for our 
local suburban wildlife. Phoenix Reserve in Newtown has 
proven its value in recent weeks, with high numbers of 
Spotted Pardalotes and Weebills foraging, presumably 
for lero and scale. A Fan-tailed Cuckoo was seen there 
and a little upstream a glorious male Rose Robin was 
identified. Downstream, a brown Pink Robin was seen at 
the Breakwater in the same location as another bird seen 
last winter. 


The coastal vegetation and adjoining reserves offer 
similar respite from the wintery higher altitudes. This 
month Crescent Honeyeaters at Ocean Grove and Jan 
Juc were excellent finds, reminding us that this is another 
species that will ‘wander’ in the cooler months. High 
numbers of Eastern Spinebills have moved into our 
parks and gardens, including up to 10 together in Ocean 
Grove. One of the classic winter highlights for many 
birders is the arrival of the endearing Flame Robin on the 
Bellarine Peninsula and in rural farmlands at lower 
altitudes. This year many have been sighted right across 
the Peninsula, including Bellbrae, Wallington, 
Connewarre and further to the west at Wingeel and 
Barunah Park. 


A Ninox owl in Ocean Grove Nature Reserve was 
positively identified as a migrating Morepork 
(Tasmanian), a relative of the Southern Boobook but 
considered a different species and related to New 
Zealand Morepork. Southern Boobooks have been 
heard regularly in various areas such as Balliang. 


A flock of up to 37 Swift Parrots in flowering eucalypts 
has been thrilling many at the main entrance of the You 
Yangs. The elusive Southern Emuwren continues to be 
seen in lignum saltmarsh around Lake Connewarre. A 
group of eight, including 4 adult males, coming out to dry 
in the morning sun after heavy overnight rain held the 
attention of mesmerised observers. Black—chinned 
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John Newman and Craig Morley 


Honeyeaters, on private property at Maude, were an 
excellent sighting of another uncommon species in the 
Geelong region that is often localised and hard to find. 


Winter always draws a few dedicated birders to the 
blustery coastal headlands and this month at Pt Addis a 
most enticing triad of Brown Skua, Northern 
Giant-Petrel and White-fronted Tern was seen. 


Many records of raptors have been submitted this month, 
including Little Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Swamp 
Harrier, Collared Sparrowhawk, Black Kite, Whistling 
Kite, along with the falcons—Nankeen Kestrel, 
Australian Hobby, Brown Falcon (including a pair 
copulating in mid-June at Wallington). Last, but definitely 
not least, Peregrine Falcon. In addition to these species, 
several extras stand out. Black-shouldered Kites with 
dependent young have been seen in several locations, 
including St Albans Park and Lake Connewarre, 
reinforcing the point that this species has two peak laying 
periods in autumn and spring. It has also been fascinating 
to see, as the weeks have progressed, up to 11 young 
birds, ranging from dependent juveniles to 
less-dependent immatures, congregating along less than 
200 m of fence at Lake Connewarre. A white morph Grey 
Goshawk was seen at Inverleigh. It is always a huge thrill 
to come across this elegant and truly captivating hunter 
with all white plumage. White-bellied Sea-Eagles have 
also been seen in two locations; one at Pt Henry where a 
perched immature was beautifully photographed and 
another observed at Ocean Grove was an excellent find. 


Black Swans have produced young cygnets in saltmarsh 
at Bancoora/Breamlea. Hooded Plovers have been seen 
on the beaches between Collendina and Pt Lonsdale in 
groups numbering up to 13 birds, again reminding us of 
the flocking of this iconic species in the non-breeding 
season. We hope desperately that they can have a 
productive breeding season in the months ahead. 


Once more we thank the well over 40 keen and diligent 
observers who have added to the story of our Geelong 
region birds by adding their observations as highlights to 


the GFNC website https://www.gfnc.org.au/observations/ 
bird-observations and/or as complete lists or highlights to 


eBird Australia https://ebird.org/australia/home 


And remember to login on each of these websites for your 
enjoyment, such as the ‘species maps’ or ‘search 
species’ options in eBird. If there is sufficient interest, 
we can program a session where we ‘navigate’ the 
eBird website to help people gain confidence with 
using this wonderful database. Please email 
craigmorleyo@bigpond.com if you'd like to learn more! 


Recent issues considered by the GFNC Conservation Subcommittee—report 
July 2021 


hanges to the Conservation Subcommittee 

personnel 
After a long period acting as the secretary of the 
Conservation Subcommittee, John Newman is stepping 
down. We thank John for his extensive contributions to 
the GFNC’s conservation efforts. John’s wide knowledge 
and understanding of environmental issues has allowed 
the GFNC to continue as a strong and respected voice. 
John will remain as a member of the Subcommittee. 


Barry Lingham will take over as secretary and we are very 
pleased that Chris White has agreed to take on the role 
as Chair. Chris is also a member of the GFNC 
Committee. He has skills and experience in organisation 
leadership plus a strong desire to help protect the 
environment. 


Review and responses to draft Strategic Planning 
Documents 

Distinctive Areas and Landscapes (DAL) Processes 

Two different DAL processes are currently being finalised 
in our region. The DAL process is designed to identify 
important environmental, landscape, cultural and 
economic resources and then develop guidelines known 
as Statements of Planning Policy to protect these 
characteristics. The process is designed to stop 
uncontrolled growth and degradation of important areas of 
Victoria. 


Surfcoast DAL: Phase 3 of the Surfcoast DAL process is 
almost completed with public comments on the draft SPP 
submitted to a Planning Panel for review. The most 
significant issue is the possible residential development of 
spring Creek (opposed by the GFNC). The final SPP will 
be released soon. 


Bellarine DAL: The draft SPP was released at the end of 
June, with public comment available until 20 August 2021. 
Pleasingly, the draft DAL shows fully protected Bellarine 
town boundaries located within current residential zoning 
boundaries. This should prevent further encroachment 
onto remnant habitat or rural areas. The GFNC will submit 
Our views. 


Corangamite Regional Catchment Strategy 
This document guides the planning of the CCMA over the 


next 7 years. It is available for public comment until 16 
July 2021. 


Review of the Victorian Wildlife Act 

An Independent Panel will review the current Wildlife Act 
after receipt of public submissions (closed 30 June). 
Several detailed responses were submitted by GFNC 
members. 


Review of the EPBC Act—the Samuel Report was 


released in January 2021 
On 25 February 2021, the Commonwealth Government 


introduced the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 


Barry Lingham, Subcommittee Chair 


Conservation Amendment (Standards and Assurance) Bill 
2021 (The Bill) into Parliament. The Bill adopts some 
recommendations from the Samuel Report but diverges 
from the draft Interim National Environmental Standards 
samuel recommended. Debate continues. Full process 
will take until 2024.See proposed timelines for EPBC Act 


reform https://environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/ 
proposed-timeline-for-epbc-act-reforms 


Recent local issues of concern 

Motocross Track near the Barwon River 

After inappropriate and unauthorised earthworks close to 
the Barwon River, the GFNC opposed an application to 
create a motocross track at the site west of the Ring 
Road. The application has now been rejected by CoGG. 


Viva Energy proposed Gas Plant at North Shore 
Viva plans to ship liquefied natural gas to a new jetty near 


their Corio refinery plant. The liquid gas would be heated 
and released into the gas pipeline network. A 
representative from Geelong Sustainability will discuss 
the plan at the club's August General meeting. Issues 
include the use of large amounts of chlorinated seawater 
during the process, disturbance of heavy metals in the 
Corio Bay sediments and the creation of a new gas 
pipeline to Lara. 


Local issues awaiting further response 

Moolap, Point Henry and Avalon 

We are awaiting details of the Master Management Plan 
for Pt Henry/Moolap. Few details are available to the 
public. 


You Yangs Precinct Masterplan draft 
Awaiting the next response from Parks Victoria. 


Bellarine Biolinks Project 
Discussion is ongoing to protect and enhance important 


Core Conservation Areas; potential environmental buffer 
areas and biolinks zones to connect between the core 
areas. A positive step has been using the Bellarine DAL 
process for identification of important environmental 
areas. The recently released draft SPP has incorporated 
guidelines for the protection of these sites. 


Widening Barwon Heads Road—impact on Jerringot 
Further consultation will occur as the project develops. 


Jerringot—improving the habitat and water quality 
Ongoing. 


CCMA project—Grassy Eucal 
rehabilitation 

Actions: The GFNC assisted in flora and fauna surveys of 
privately owned bushland at Sutherlands Creek and at the 
Manna Gums Estate. 


t Woodlands (GEW 
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Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 22 July 2021 


Ellimatta Road, Anglesea 
Leader: Cheryl West Lau 


At the end of Ellimatta Road, Anglesea are some tracks 
leading into a pretty heathland area situated between the 
coast and the Surf Coast Highway. We will commence with 
a walk up a slope and will be rewarded with a great view of 
Anglesea and the ocean. We will follow some tracks in this 
area looking for heathland birds and admiring the heath 
and the wattles that are in bloom over winter. If time 
permits, we can drive to Coogoorah Reserve near the 
Anglesea River and have a short walk around there, 
followed by a late morning tea or early lunch. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the end of Ellimatta Road, Anglesea. 


Coming from Geelong and travelling along the Surf Coast 
Highway, turn left into Ellimatta Road, just before coming 
into Anglesea. There are signs for the Anglesea Football 
Reserve and the Burnside Camp which are situated in 
Ellimatta Road. Follow the road down to the end to a small 
car park for about four vehicles. The entrance to the 
Burnside camp is nearby. Other parking can be done 
alongside the edge of the road. 


We will finish around 12 noon. 


Bring: Binoculars, water, morning tea and/or lunch, seat to 
sit on. Wear warm clothing and comfortable walking shoes. 


Contact: Cheryl 0428 758 567 or cwesty@iprimus.com.au 


Spring SEANA camp 
Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat 
22—24 October 


The Hamilton FNC managed to organise the autumn 
SEANA camp in April around existing COVID-—19 rules and 
the ever-present threat of last-minute changes, to run a 
very successful and enjoyable weekend. We are now 
looking forward to the spring camp in Ballarat. Numbers for 
this camp are being capped at 80, so if you are keen to go, 
please get in early. 


The excursions will provide the opportunity to enjoy and 
learn about wildflowers, land use history, geology, 
endangered grasslands, woodlands, forests, wetlands, 
birds and conservation & land management themes across 
the Victorian Volcanic Plains and Central Highlands 
bioregions on Wadawurrung and Dja Dja Wurrung country. 


To get the circular and registration form, please contact the 
GFNC Secretary at info@gfnc.org.au or Deborah Evans, 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com or phone 0424 292 447/ 5243 
8687. 
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GFNC Excursion 
sunday 18 July 2021 


Ironbark Basin and Point Addis area 
Leader: Barry Lingham 


The Ironbark Basin area is a traditional spot for 
naturalists to visit in the hope of seeing a range of bush 
birds and special plants. Nearby Point Addis is one of the 
best observation sites to try and spot passing seabird 
species. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the carpark at the far end of Point 
Addis Road, overlooking the ocean. There are toilets 
nearby. 


After scanning for albatross and other ocean species we 
will drive up the hill to investigate the spectacular cliff top 
area walk that also incorporates the Koori Walk. This 
area has many interesting plants, plus heathland birds. 


Morning tea will be at the Ironbark Basin carpark. The 
more adventurous will complete the Nature Circuit while 
those who prefer to skip the steep walk will check the 
plants and birds on the nearby flatter upper areas. 


Finish at approximately 1.00 p.m. 


Bring: Drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, 
sunscreen, insect repellent, camera, field guides will all 
be useful. A telescope is an advantage. 


Contact: Barry 0417 115 109 


Next fauna survey 
8—11 July 


Leader: Trevor Pescott 


We have an opportunity to carry out a survey on Jim and 
Lynne Masons: property near Mannerim. 


Included in the area is a section of the Bellarine Rail Trail 
and Yarram Creek. It is an ideal site to search for 
mammals, particularly the Swamp Rat that so far has not 
been found on the peninsula—at least there are no 
records on the Atlas of Living Australia. 


The property is about 1.2 km past Banks Road, on the 
north side of the Bellarine Hwy. The address is 

2011 Bellarine Hwy—a red milk-can letter-box is at the 
front entrance. 


Thursday 8 July 
Meet: 1.00 p.m. at the entrance to Masons’ property. 


Friday 9 July to Sunday 11 July 
Meet: 9.00 a.m. as above. 


Please be prompt as we may need to open and close 
the gates. 


Coming events 


Note: GFNC excursions may be cancelled if pandemic restrictions are in place, so please check the GFNC website or Facebook 
page for updated information. 


JULY 2021 AUGUST 2021 
6 General Meeting: Millie Scicluna—Fat-tailed Dunnarts 3 General Meeting: Members Night: BW/—Bellarine Basin, 
8 Bird Group—Bird Quiz re-run Geelong Sustainability—Viva Energy gas plant proposal 
8-11 Fauna survey-Mannerim 5-8 Fauna survey 
10-11 Winter Wader count: John Newman 10 Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora, Tim D’Ombrain— 
13 Plant Group: Beth Ross—Grass species of the Geelong Mapping Flora of Southern Victoria 

area 15 Excursion: Lorne (private property, invertebrate search) 
15 Bird Group: Heather Mcginness—Waterbird satellite 16 Meeting (Mon): Committee 

tracking 19 Bird Group: Jennifer Ackerman—Talking about her latest 
18 Excursion: Ironbark Basin and Point Addis area book The Bird Way 
19 Meeting (Mon): Program Group 21 Boneseed pull—You Yangs (possibly Sunday as well) 
22 Bird Group Excursion: Anglesea 26 Bird Group Excursion: Barwon River upstream of 


24-25 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 
26 Meeting (Mon): Conservation Group 
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